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Reproductive Genocide, Reproductive Genocide, 
Disabling Futures, and Disabling Futures, and 
Carcerality in GazaCarcerality in Gaza

On August 13, 2024, Mohammed Mahdi Al-Qumsan was walking 
back from registering his newborn twins at a local government 
o!ce in Gaza when he received a call informing him that an Israeli 
artillery strike had hit his home, killing his wife Jumana and their 
four-day-old twins: Aysal and Ayser.1 What was supposed to be a 
celebratory moment and a glimpse of hope turned into a nightmare 
for Mohammed. Just the day before, his wife announced on social 
media the arrival of their twins from a di!cult cesarean, informing 
her relatives who were overjoyed with the news that she and the 
babies were safe and healthy. Four days later, the same post was 
filled with condolences and sympathies for her and her children’s 
passing. Jumana’s mother was also killed in the airstrike. In a video, 
Mohammed holds his twin’s newly printed birth certificates, with his 
hands shaking: “Here is their date of birth. August 10 . . . "ey’re dead.”2

Aysal and Ayser are among at least 2,100 babies and toddlers 
killed by the Israeli army in the Gaza Strip as of August 2024.3 Since 
October 2023, Israel has engaged in aerial and ground bombardment 
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against the Gaza Strip, killing over 52,000 Palestinians, decimating 
over 80 percent of housing and other infrastructure, and displacing 
more than 95 percent of the population.4 Al-Qumsan’s family was 
displaced multiple times, beginning with the al-Rimal neighborhood 
of Gaza City in early October to the Shaboura refugee camp in Rafah, 
and later, to Deir al-Balah in Central Gaza, a place that Israel marked 
as a safe zone. "ere Israel struck his apartment building, killing his 
entire family. 

On August 4, 2025, the Gaza Health Ministry released a new 
list containing the personal information of over sixty thousand 
Palestinians killed in the last twenty-one months in the enclave. "e 
list includes over 19,000 children’s names; the first twenty-seven 
pages of this seemingly endless list are listed as zero, or under one 
year old.5 "e devastating violence and rising death toll led United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Palestine Francesca Albanese to 
declare that “It is not a ‘war.’ It is a genocide . . . "e intent to destroy 
is evident and unequivocal.”6

As I finish writing this piece in August of 2025, Israel wages a 
campaign of mass starvation alongside relentless bombardment of 
Gaza, approaching two years of uninterrupted assault. "e o!cial 
death toll surpasses sixty thousand Palestinians, though experts 
warn the true number is likely at least three or four times higher.7 
As a Palestinian American scholar, activist, and mother, I find myself 
unprepared for the unceasing livestream of burned, mutilated, and 
emaciated bodies — a spectacle of death that saturates every moment.

Palestinians continue, at unimaginable risk, to document the 
unendurable: parents forced to weigh their children’s remains in 
grocery bags, silhouettes of bodies engulfed in flames, some still 
tethered to IV drips, children’s emaciated frames after months of 
imposed starvation, newborns decomposing in powerless incubators; 
neighborhoods completely flattened, mass graves where entire 
families are buried together overnight, amputated limbs scattered 
among the rubble. And all of this has been made possible through the 
material aid and political sanction of the United States government. 
"ese images, these realities are unbearable, yet they testify to the 
persistence of life-telling in the face of annihilation. 

For more than twenty-two months, Israel’s aggression against 
the Gaza Strip has made the task of writing this paper nearly 
impossible. My sources arrive in fragments, often in real-time 
videos, Instagram posts, fleeting news articles, hurried reports — 
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each one shifting as events unfold, each one pressing into the archive 
of a genocide still in motion. To write under these conditions, as a 
Palestinian mother, is to be torn between the unbearable weight 
of grief and the urgent insistence to bear witness. It is di!cult 
beyond words, and yet necessary — because all of Gaza’s children 
are my children, just as all the world’s children are my children. To 
refuse silence is to claim them, to insist on their lives against a world 
organized to erase them.

As I argue in this essay, this violence constitutes “reproductive 
genocide.” Reproductive genocide is not only about the destruction 
of Palestinian life in the present but about the systematic assault on 
the very possibility of Palestinian futurity. "e deliberate starvation 
of children, the bombing of maternity wards, the killing of entire 
families together, and the denial of even the smallest protections of 
childhood innocence are all reproductive strategies of elimination. To 
call this reproductive genocide is to name how Gaza is targeted precisely 
through its capacity to reproduce life, kinship, and generations. 
To stand with Gaza, then, is to a!rm that Palestinian reproductive 
futurity — our children, our generations, our survival — is a radical 
practice of freedom against a world organized to erase it.

Under international law, genocide is defined as any act committed 
with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, “a national, ethnical, 
racial, or religious group,” as noted in the December 1948 UN 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide.8 Israeli politicians proudly revealed this intent shortly 
after the Hamas attacks on October 7. On October 9, Israeli Minister 
of Defense Yoav Gallant declared: “We are imposing a complete 
siege on Gaza: no electricity, no food, no water, no fuel. Everything is 
closed. We are fighting human animals, and we will act accordingly.”9 

"e UN Genocide Convention lists five acts that fall under its 
definition of genocide: “1) killing members of the group, 2) causing 
serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group, 3) deliberately 
inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about 
its physical destruction in whole or in part, 4) imposing measures 
intended to prevent births within the group, and 5) forcibly transferring 
children of the group to another group.”10 While guilty of all five of 
these acts, the fourth — “imposing measures intended to prevent 
births” — is what explicitly ties into what the Palestinian Feminist 
Collective has called “reproductive genocide.”11 "is turn towards 
reproductive genocide illuminates but one thread in the vast and 
interwoven tapestry that constitutes genocide.

"is essay proceeds in four parts, each tracing how reproductive 
genocide systematically forecloses Palestinian generationality. I 
begin with a theoretical framing of reproductive genocide, arguing 
that it must be understood as constitutive of carceral logics rather 
than as a secondary effect. I then turn to the historical context 
of Gaza and the blockade, situating the present genocide within 
decades of siege, occupation, and settler colonial elimination. "e 
subsequent sections develop the framing and analysis of reproductive 
genocide through three current forms of targeted carceral violence 
in Gaza: first, obstetric and maternal violence, which severs the 
possibility of birth and safe reproduction; second, the infrastructural 
assaults on homes, hospitals, and the means of sustaining life 
hindering social reproduction; and third, through the targeted 
destruction and maiming of Palestinian children founded in the 
denial of their innocence as embodiments of the futurity of 
Palestinian life. Lastly, I conclude by reflecting on the implications 
of these practices for abolitionist feminism, arguing that Gaza — 
and Palestine more broadly — must be understood as a critical site 
where the struggle against reproductive genocide is inseparable 
from practices of life a!rmation and freedom.

REPRODUCTIVE GENOCIDE AND CARCERALITY

"e Palestinian Feminist Collective defines reproductive genocide as 
“the policies, discourses, and practices that delimit, restrict, target, or 
diminish the life-giving capacities, choices, access, and life chances 
of communities made vulnerable by systemic military violence 
and occupation, besiegement, settler colonialism, and/or imperial 
warfare.”12 It includes “mass incarceration, psychological warfare, 
collective punishment, ethnic cleansing, gendered and sexual 
violence by an occupying state or force, forced conditions of 
unlivability, and the imprisonment and bodily desecration for the 
living and the dead.”13 In other words, it encompasses a wide range 
of strategies that lead to the systematic destruction of a people 
through targeted attacks on their ability to reproduce, sustain 
themselves, and create and maintain future generations. 

Importantly, reproductive genocide is not separate from genocide; 
rather, it is a recognized tactic within the broader legal and conceptual 
definition of genocide. It is a structural means to achieve the goal 
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of destroying a group, especially when direct killing is not the sole 
or primary method being used.14 "is moment in the reproductive 
genocide against Palestinians is not an isolated moment or an 
escalation of Israeli violence, but a culmination of Israel’s settler 
colonialism long predicated on the dispossession and erasure of the 
Palestinian people. Reproductive genocide thus illuminates how 
Israel’s recent aggression against Palestine and its people is part 
of a long-standing Zionist project of erasure of Palestinian life, 
generationality, and futurity.

Reproductive genocide builds on the framework and legacy 
of the movement of reproductive justice. "e reproductive justice 
framework advocates for four core human rights values: the right 
to have children; the right to choose not to have children; the right 
to parent children in safe and healthy environments; and the right 
to bodily autonomy for individuals, families, and communities.15 
"e term reproductive justice was coined in 1994 by a group of 
twelve Black women in Chicago (who later became the Women of 
African Descent for Reproductive Justice) to center the reproductive 
experiences of Black and other marginalized communities. "is 
movement emerged in the context of other shifts in anti-racist, 
anti-fascist, anti-colonial, and feminist politics worldwide in the 
early 1990s, including the International Conference on Population 
and Development in Cairo and the fall of the South African apartheid 
regime. Some of these women later formed the group SisterSong, 
which includes members from Asian American, Latina, Indigenous, 
Middle Eastern, and white communities to expand and improve the 
reproductive justice framework through organizing, scholarship, 
and the development of a new language to engage issues within the 
United States and beyond its borders.16

Reproductive genocide also expands on reproductive oppression 
— “the regulation and exploitation of individuals’ bodies, sexuality, 
labor, and procreative capacities as a strategy to control individuals 
and entire communities.”17 Reproductive oppression is genocide, or 
“reprocide,” as Loretta J. Ross terms it. With reprocide, the colonized 
population’s reproductive bodies are curtailed, contained, and 
disdained. "e goal becomes to destroy a group, especially when 
direct killing is not the sole or primary method being used.18 For 
instance, the racial construction of Black communities as biologically 
inferior and “unfit” for motherhood, reinforced by the eugenics 
movement that dominated the United States in the 20th century, 

led to widespread use of forced sterilization.19 "e settler colonial 
logics of elimination have historically intertwined with eugenics 
practices to produce reprocide against Indigenous peoples and Black 
communities, manifesting through forced sterilizations, family 
separations, and carceral control. In the case of Palestine, Israel’s 
reproductive genocide is produced and justified through settler 
colonialism, whereby Indigenous populations are eliminated (through 
removal or extermination) so that they can be replaced by settlers 
who become the “new natives.”20

“ Reproductive genocide and carcerality converge 
as mutually reinforcing mechanisms of elimination 
where the regulation of birth, life, and kinship is 
inseparable from the prison-like conditions imposed 
on an entire population.

Historically, Israel has targeted Palestinian women’s bodies 
and reproductive capacities to make way for the growth of the 
Jewish state — a strategy to expropriate Palestinian land. Because 
Palestinian women are constructed as biological producers of future 
generations, they pose a demographic threat to the state. "us, as 
Jewish reproduction is nurtured and encouraged on a nationalist 
level, Palestinian reproduction is pathologized and contained. Israel’s 
genocidal acts extend beyond immediate physical destruction, 
impacting the “deeply personal realms of health, bodily autonomy 
and dignity, affecting every aspect of Palestinian life” and, crucially, 
future generations.21 Israel’s current onslaught against Gaza and 
the West Bank relies on the precision of military and carceral 
technologies that produce and justify the eugenic language of cleans- 
ing, displacement, and elimination of the population to advance 
Israel’s settler colonial project.

Reproductive genocide in Gaza and Palestine thus cannot be 
disentangled from the carceral logics that structure Palestinian life 
under siege. An abolitionist feminist lens reveals that reproductive 
genocide is not an aberration but a predictable outcome of 
carceral settler colonialism. "e blockade functions as a vast carceral 
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apparatus, confining over two million Palestinians in conditions of 
deprivation where food, medicine, and reproductive health care are 
deliberately obstructed. "is enclosure transforms Gaza into what 
scholars started to describe as the world’s largest “open-air prison,” 
where Palestinian bodies are subjected to state violence that 
forecloses the possibility of safe reproduction, child-rearing, and 
intergenerational continuity, and where broader technologies 
of control criminalize survival, render movement impossible, 
and reduce reproduction itself to a site of state regulation and 
destruction.22 As geographer Ruth Wilson Gilmore emphasizes, 
carceral power extends beyond prison walls; it is a spatial strategy 
of control that immobilizes and contains populations deemed 
disposable by racial and colonial regimes.23 In Gaza, this manifests 
in the form of a permanent siege, restricted mobility, military 
assaults, and infrastructural collapse — all of which coalesce to 
produce death and curtail life at its reproductive core. Children 
are born into captivity, maternity wards are bombed, and mass 
killings and displacement disrupt family continuity. Reproductive 
genocide and carcerality converge as mutually reinforcing mecha-
nisms of elimination where the regulation of birth, life, and kinship 
is inseparable from the prison-like conditions imposed on an 
entire population.

Moreover, reproductive genocide centers social reproduction 
as both the biological reproduction of life and its social aspects, 
such as the labor, care, and infrastructure necessary to support and 
sustain human existence.24 "is framework contributes to expanding 
discourses of reproduction that contribute to larger structures of 
racism, nation-building, and imperial expansion, following the tenets 
of reproductive justice. Israel’s ongoing project in Gaza renders 
Palestinians disposable — through exposing them to premature 
death, denying them the infrastructure of life, and making inter- 
generational survival impossible. "ese become not collateral 
effects of war but deliberate strategies of elimination. To destroy 
the ability to reproduce is to eliminate a people’s very existence.25 
"e carceral state does not simply punish: it fractures families, 
denies healthcare, and suppresses the conditions necessary to 
create and sustain life. As genocide makes clear, reproductive 
justice, then, cannot be separated from carceral abolition. 

Feminist scholars have long drawn attention to how women’s 
bodies, as “biological reproducers of members of ethnic collectivities,” 

function as symbols of the nation and its borders in various contexts.26 
M. Murphy emphasizes how reproductive capacities are unevenly 
produced, managed, and constrained across space, populations, 
and infrastructures. Global systems such as colonialism, capitalism, 
racism, and environmental degradation contribute to the distribution 
of “life chances, pasts, and futures.”27 To Murphy, social infrastructures 
— including state, military, chemical, agricultural, and economic — 
reveal how some aspects of life are supported while others are 
abandoned. Indeed, they argue, these apparatuses can “‘assist,’ 
alter, rearrange, foreclose, harm, and participate in the process of 
creating, maintaining, averting, and transforming life in intergener-
ational time.”28 We can extend this understanding to highlight how 
reproductive genocide names a form of genocide that is systemic, 
infrastructural, and slow. As a framework of political analysis, it asks 
us to understand genocide not only in terms of death, but in the 
organized obstruction of life and futurity. 

Racism, or “the state-sanctioned or extralegal production and 
exploitation of group-differentiated vulnerability to premature 
death,” as Gilmore defines it, is central to this logic of reproductive 
genocide in Palestine.29 Israeli politicians have referred to Palestinians 
as “human animals,” making Gaza a “slaughterhouse,” with plans of 
“erasing the Gaza Strip from the face of the earth.”30 Israeli Heritage 
Minister Amichai Eliyahu, from the far-right Jewish Power party, 
suggested that Israel drop a nuclear bomb on Gaza, claiming that 
there were “no uninvolved civilians” in the territory.31 Systemic 
dehumanization occurs through racializing and criminalizing 
Palestinians as Hamas supporters, militants, and antisemitic. "is 
process is further reinforced in the media through the underreporting 
of Palestinian deaths, accusing Palestinians of being human shields, 
and marginalizing Palestinian voices. "is is not only manifested in 
the large number of Palestinians killed because of both direct and 
indirect methods, including airstrikes, inadequate medical treatment, 
and starvation, but also in the destruction of essential spaces of 
reproduction — such as hospitals, homes, and reproductive health 
centers — all of which contribute to the systematic risk of early death.

Judith Butler’s concept of “un/grievability,” the idea that not all 
lives are equally recognized as lives worth mourning, illuminates the 
conditions under which Palestinian death is rendered permissible 
in Gaza.32 Within Israeli settler colonial and imperial contexts, 
Palestinian children, families, and communities are constructed as 
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threats, thereby stripping them of innocence and denying them 
the protections typically afforded under international law. "is 
differential allocation of grievability ensures that Palestinian deaths 
are not only tolerated but rationalized as necessary to secure 
the settler state. It explains why unsupported reports of mass 
rape and Biden’s false claim to have seen “forty beheaded Jewish 
babies” circulated widely, legitimizing massive assaults on Gaza.33 
Such narratives were immediately grievable, mobilized to demand 
retribution and justified an extreme and immediate military siege. 
At the same time, the lives of Palestinians killed were dehumanized, 
cast as legitimate targets, and unworthy of grief. "us, reproductive 
genocide is sustained not only through material practices of blockade, 
bombardment, and starvation, but also through this ideological 
regime in which Palestinian life is structurally positioned as 
ungrievable, foreclosing the possibility of collective mourning 
and, by extension, of reproductive futurity.34 "is ungrievability of 
Palestinian life must be situated within a longer historical trajectory 
in which the blockade has functioned as a sustained structure of 
carceral containment and reproductive control. Tracing this history 
not only situates present atrocities within the settler colonial project 
of elimination but also reveals how the infrastructures of deprivation 
— restricted movement, economic strangulation, and repeated military 
assaults — have long worked to erode Palestinian life and futurity.

GAZA: CATASTROPHE, THE ONGOING NAKBA

Gaza is home to approximately 2.3 million people, occupying 365 
square kilometers of land. For the past seventeen years, Israel has 
imposed a siege on Gaza in which Israel controls anything coming 
in and out of Gaza from air, land, and sea. As a result, Gaza relies 
primarily on international aid for food, water, medical supplies, and 
other essential goods. Living conditions are severely regulated and 
penalized by Israel’s control of the borders.35 Palestinians are not 
allowed to enter and leave Gaza freely, including to enter the West 
Bank or Israel. Palestinians in Gaza must apply for permits to exit 
Gaza for medical attention, which are often denied. "ose with a 
severe medical illness, such as cancer, face a death sentence. "is 
full-trade blockade is a weapon of economic warfare designed 
to paralyze Gaza’s economy and create immense poverty. "e 

closure of Gaza has devastated Gaza’s economy and fragmented the 
Palestinian people, as well as exacerbated restrictions on essential 
gynecological care access and heightened vulnerability to forms of 
gender-based violence for women and girls, as I demonstrate in the 
first section on obstetric and reproductive violence.36

Over 80 percent of Gaza’s inhabitants are Palestinian refugees 
from the Nakba, the Arabic word for “catastrophe,” referring to the 
start of a mass expulsion campaign in 1948 to ethnically cleanse 
Palestinians and create a new State of Israel in historic Palestine. 
Zionist militias and early Jewish settlers displaced over 750,000 
Palestinians after months of systematically cleansing them from 
their towns, villages, and cities through mass murder, sexual violence, 
and widespread land theft. To justify the violence, Zionist ideology 
constructed Palestine as a contradictory, underdeveloped, and 
empty land awaiting the “return” and settlement of Jewish people.37

Before 1948, Gaza was a large and wealthy territory within 
Mandatory Palestine, an attractive site for colonial powers due to 
its coastal location and fertile land. After the declaration of the 
Israeli state in 1948, Egypt subsumed power over Gaza, forcing over 
170,000 Palestinians to a tiny strip of land known today as the Gaza 
Strip. After the 1967 war between Israel, Syria, Egypt, and Jordan,  
Israel occupied the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, placing the 
territories under military rule. Israel withdrew its forces and settle- 
ments in Gaza in 2005 and called for disengagement. Yet after Hamas 
won the 2006 democratic elections in a surprise victory, Israel 
imposed a blockade on the strip, from land, sea, and air, as a form of 
collective punishment. 

Despite the withdrawal of the settlements, the occupation 
did not end but merely took a crueler form: “"e jailer pulled out 
of the jail and was now holding its prisoners captive from without. 
Yes, Gaza was and still is the largest prison on earth, a gruesome 
experiment performed on human beings.”38 As a result of the siege, 
Gaza is susceptible to repeated cases of genocidal violence. "is 
most recent escalation of violence, dubbed Operation Swords of 
Iron by the state of Israel, is Gaza’s sixth major war since 2008. 
Palestinians remind us that “catastrophe is not in the future; the 
Nakba is not in the past.”39 "e current project of starvation, murder, 
displacement, and — as I am arguing — reproductive violence is part 
of this ongoing Nakba or reproductive genocide. Israeli politicians 
do not shy away from explicitly stating their intention to cleanse 
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Gaza ethnically. As one puts it: “We are now rolling out the Gaza 
Nakba . . . Gaza Nakba 2023. "at’s how it’ll end.”40

Part and parcel of the ongoing Nakba is the systematic targeting 
of Palestinian women’s bodies, sexuality, and reproduction.41 "e 
targeting of Palestinian women’s bodies has long functioned as a 
colonial and political tactic linked to land annexation and territorial 
expansion.42 Since the goal of settler colonialism is to replace the 
native population with the settler one, control over Palestinian 
reproduction is not incidental but is central to the Zionist mission. 
Palestinian women are conceived of as the biological and cultural 
producers of future generations; thus, it is no coincidence that their 
bodies become sites of control and violence.43 Since 1948, Israel has 
sought to create a Jewish population majority through two means. 
Firstly, through the Law of Return, which automatically granted 
every Jewish person in the world the right to Israeli citizenship. "is 
law also worked to deny citizenship rights to Palestinian refugees, 
many of whom fled or were expelled during the Nakba, to make room 
for the Israeli state. Secondly, through policies instituted to encourage 
Jewish women to bear children for the nation. After the declaration 
of Israel in 1953, the first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion wrote 
that “the increase of Jewish birthrate is not an imperialist need, 
but rather an essential component of the survival of the [Jewish] 
people. . . . [A]ny woman who does not have four children as much 
as it depends on her is betraying the Jewish mission.”44 Meanwhile, 
Palestinians are characterized as an undesirable problem population 
whose fertility not only threatens Israel’s national security but also 
threatens the growth of the Jewish-majority state.45

Anxieties about Palestinian reproduction, including fears 
about Palestinian population growth, are deeply embedded in the 
ideological and political narratives driving the current attacks on 
Gaza. "ese narratives are central to the justification rhetoric and 
strategy of Israeli state violence around reproductive concerns and 
autonomy. "eir actions infringe on Palestinian women’s reproductive 
autonomy, target essential infrastructure for destruction, and kill 
and maim Palestinian children.46 As the next section demonstrates, 
this discursive pathologization of Palestinian births as “demographic 
threats” justifies the surveillance, policing, and military targeting of 
spaces occupied by women and families, such as maternity wards, 
shelters, and homes. "ese mechanisms, in other words, align with 
long-term settler colonial goals to eliminate the native population 
and maximize (to dispossess) Palestinian land. 

OBSTETRIC, MATERNAL, AND REPRODUCTIVE 
VIOLENCE

During the first weeks of the post-October 7 attacks, Israeli army 
veteran Ezra Yachin declared: “We need to wipe their families, their 
mothers and their children. "ese animals must not be allowed to 
live any longer.”47 Women are facing a myriad of challenges related 
to sexual and reproductive health in Gaza, exacerbated by the siege 
and restricted access to medical treatment. "e UN estimated that 
fifty thousand pregnant women lived in Gaza at the time of the 
initial siege in October of 2023, and close to 5,500 women gave 
birth each month (close to 183 women a day), 15 percent of whom 
were anticipated to require additional medical attention because 
of pregnancy or delivery-related problems.48 Miscarriages in Gaza 
have skyrocketed more than 300 percent.49 Malnutrition and a lack 
of prenatal supplements such as iron have made anemia deficiency 
endemic, increasing the risk of pre-term birth, low birth weight, and 
bleeding to death during labor. People who menstruate are infected 
at alarming rates due to Israel’s blockade of water and basic supplies, 
and many resort to making their own pads and tampons. Some girls as 
young as thirteen have taken birth control pills to halt their periods. 
What is left of the hospitals that Israel has raided or completely 
bombed have run out of fuel, electricity, access to clean water, and 
anesthetics. As a result, pregnant people are forced to give birth in 
overcrowded healthcare facilities, shelters, their homes, or on the 
streets, increasing the risk of infection and medical complications.50

Alongside starvation and the imminent threat of death and  
disease, pregnant Palestinians in Gaza are forced to undergo caesarean 
sections without anesthesia.51 Even after they have endured traumatic  
deliveries — like having seven layers of tissue cut with limited pain 
relief — they struggle to find baby formula, diapers, clean water, 
and su!cient food for breastfeeding. Breastfeeding mothers are  
advised to drink “at least three liters of water a day” and to eat well 
to produce enough milk, advice which has become increasingly  
impossible to follow as the siege continues.52 Conditions at hospitals 
are so overburdened that women are being discharged one day after  
delivering, often making them susceptible to infections. "e UN 
agency has cited a “nightmarish” case of one woman discharged just 
three hours after giving birth.53 While the UN agency managed to 
deliver eight thousand post-birth kits to Gaza as of May 2025, this 
represents a small fraction of the actual need. Doctors are conducting 
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mass hysterectomies after childbirth — the removal of patients’ 
uteruses — due to medical teams’ inability to provide the proper  
resources necessary to stop their bleeding. Along with these horrifying 
conditions, women still face the threat of airstrikes at any time. A 
woman named Um Raed from Beit Hanoun reveals: “Since the birth, 
I’ve not known whether I should be focusing on my contractions or 
the sound of warplanes overhead. . . . You know, for such a young 
baby, he’s learned to recognize the sounds of bombing.”54 "is is a 
form of militarized birth, where Palestinians are forced to endure 
pregnancy, labor, and delivery under extreme forms of military  
surveillance. "e intense fear and trauma of a potential bomb falling 
upon them or anxieties about where and how they will deliver in a 
space with limited resources, including a lack of pain medication, 
can lead to premature delivery, which increases the risk of death for 
both mother and child.55

Before October 7, over 94,000 women and girls already lacked 
access to sexual and reproductive health services; this number rose 
to more than one million just in the first five months of Israel’s attack 
on Gaza.56 "e blockade previously imposed a burden on Palestinian 
women’s reproductive health by restricting their movement inside 
Gaza, denying them access to specialized prenatal and postnatal 
health care outside of Gaza, and limiting food imports, leading to 
high rates of miscarriage and stillbirth. In 2008 and 2009, during 
Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli army produced and proudly wore a 
series of T-shirts calling for the execution of Palestinian children and 
pregnant people, and the sodomizing of Hamas leaders.57 One of the 
shirts included an image of a pregnant woman in crosshairs with the 
slogan “One shot, two kills,” written underneath, signifying that by 
targeting pregnant women they have eliminated two demographic 
threats to the Israeli state, the child and the mother, who is categorized  
as a vessel for territories.58 "is dual annihilation is not simply  
symbolic. On May 21, 2025, far-right Israeli politician Moshe Feiglin 
declared that “the enemy is not Hamas. . . . Every child in Gaza is the 
enemy. We need to occupy Gaza and settle it, and not a single Gazan 
child will be left there. "ere is no other victory.”59

Gaza’s carceral regime — created through the blockade, the 
militarization of the borders, and ongoing surveillance — impedes 
Palestinian women’s access to reproductive health and autonomy. 
"ese conditions of reproductive harm are not a consequence of the 
war but rather the point of the war and blockade: to prevent any 

hope for Palestinian futurity. "e Israeli state actively produces the 
conditions in which Palestinian reproduction is made precarious, 
dangerous, or impossible as a means of eliminating Palestinian life 
capacity. "is not only denies Palestinian women their reproductive 
autonomy and survival under human rights but also establishes  
a form of reproductive governance that manages which lives are  
allowed to live and which must die.60 But to recall Murphy, the notion  
of distributed reproduction helps us see that birth outcomes are 
not just automatic biological functions. Far from it: they rely on the 
infrastructures of and access to food systems, electricity, sewage, 
and mobility — all of which have been directly targeted, especially 
medical facilities.61

“ Gaza’s carceral regime — created through the 
blockade, the militarization of the borders, and ongoing 
surveillance — impedes Palestinian women’s access to 
reproductive health and autonomy.

HOSPITALS AND HOMES HAVE BECOME BATTLEGROUNDS

"e reproductive genocidal nature of the attacks on Gaza is not just 
documented in the growing number of deaths, and spaces and places  
bombed every day. Even so, body count is still essential, particularly  
in the intentional targeting of intimate spaces, reproductive life spaces,  
and survival spaces. "rough both aerial and ground assaults, Israel  
has targeted homes, hospitals, ambulances, orphanages, playgrounds,  
schools, mosques, churches. "e Israeli army cut off and targeted  
water lines, electricity, emergency services, and other crucial  
services.62 In 2023 and 2024, Israel destroyed over 25 percent of 
bakeries in Gaza — in one incident, Israel killed over a hundred  
Palestinians and injured one thousand more, targeting people simply  
waiting in line to receive food at a local grocery store.63 Even if  
Palestinians are not killed through aerial assault, the extent of  
destruction to property, institutions, and universities, as well as the 
militarization of homes, hospitals, and schools to produce “legitimate” 
targets are all part of a plan to make Gaza uninhabitable. 

Within the past two years, Israel has destroyed over 90 percent  
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of housing units and 70 percent of all structures. "e airstrikes 
against residential buildings — mainly carried out in the middle 
of the night — are designed to kill entire families.64 Since October 
2023, Israel has wiped out at least 2,200 families from the Palestine 
Civil Registry, completely erasing their bloodlines from existence.65 
More than 6,350 Palestinians have been killed in airstrikes that  
entirely destroyed households, while another 5,120 families have 
been reduced to a lone survivor—acts that amount to collective  
erasure of entire family lines. One family, the Abu Salem family, once 
spanning four generations, was obliterated with over 270 family 
members killed.66 During one strike, pediatrician Dr. Alaa Al-Najjar 
lost nine of her ten children and her husband, while her only surviving  
son was left in critical condition.67 Such indiscriminate killings have 
given rise to a new term in Gaza — ‘WCNSF’ (Wounded Child, No 
Surviving Family) — to capture the countless cases where entire 
households are erased, leaving behind traumatized orphans. "is  
relentless violence reshapes family structures and the very capacity 
to parent.

More precisely, Israel is not simply concerned with killing  
individual lives but erasing collective lives, histories, futures, and 
memories — a genocidal method to erase Palestinians as an indigenous  
presence known as the “logic of elimination.”68 In the Palestinian 
context, home is far more than a private space; for Palestinians, 
home is a place of continuity and memory.69 Families are transmitters  
of language, rituals, and land-based knowledge. Following the  
displacement of Palestinians after the Nakba, the Palestinian home 
became a political site — a space that “is the sphere of the private 
but is always already connected with the collective Palestinian 
history of the homeland.”70 "e bombing of homes in Gaza is thus 
part of an intentional effort to erase intergenerational memory 
and resistance from the home — what Palestinian scholar Nadera  
Shalhoub-Kevorkian calls the “archive of the home.”71 "is targeted 
erasure has the intent and effects of erasing Palestinian families and 
legacies, reducing Palestinians’ ability to reproduce themselves as a 
nation.

Targeting infrastructure in Gaza, especially healthcare, water, 
electricity, and sanitation systems, systematically destroys the  
conditions required for safe pregnancy, childbirth, and the survival  
of mothers and infants. Israeli bombings have crippled Gaza’s water  
and sewage systems, which have led to high rates of waterborne 

diseases for all, including pregnant women and newborns, such as 
dehydration, sepsis, and high rates of infection. Moreover, Israel has 
shelled, besieged, and raided all of Gaza’s medical infrastructure.72  
Israel targets medical facilities and their personnel, on the claim 
that Hamas uses them for militant activity. Despite the lack of  
evidence for this claim, Israel continues to wage war on all essential 
life-saving civilian infrastructure in Gaza.73 Many hospitals served as 
sites of refuge and shelter for Palestinians whose homes had been 
destroyed. During their ground invasion of Al-Shifa hospital, one of 
Gaza’s largest hospitals, the Israeli army raided, destroyed medical 
equipment and machinery, and demolished most of its buildings,  
including the emergency department and neonatal intensive care 
unit, rendering the hospital non-functional and severely limiting 
access to life-saving maternal and infant care. In the early months 
of the genocide, Israel also raided the Al-Nasr Children’s Hospital 
in Northern Gaza, forcing medical personnel, patients, and hospital  
staff to evacuate as the military continued its ground invasion of 
northern Gaza. Amid heavy gunfire and shelling, staff concluded 
that they could not safely evacuate five premature babies in the 
NICU who were placed on oxygen machines.74 "e Israeli military 
had left them to decompose in their beds due to lack of oxygen. 

Beyond direct attacks on healthcare facilities and medical  
personnel, Israeli forces have systematically destroyed key repro-
ductive healthcare facilities in Gaza, including maternity wards, IVF 
centers, and clinics. In December 2023, an Israeli shell hit Gaza City’s 
largest fertility clinic, the Al-Basma IVF center, “blasting the lids off 
five liquid nitrogen tanks stored in the corner of the embryology 
unit” and destroying more than 4,000 embryos.75 In a single strike, 
thousands of potential future lives were lost. "is further limited 
people from seeking options for fertility. "e attack on Palestinian 
reproductive bodies is enacted indirectly as well, through Israel’s 
deployment of new weaponry and nuclear bombings, such as white 
phosphorus, that will inevitably create consequences for fertility 
for future generations. Al Jazeera reported that the vast number of 
Israeli bombs on Gaza created so much asbestos that it will cause 
not only cancer but also issues around fertility and fetal defects for 
decades, which will impact generations even after the bombs stop.76 
"ese outcomes are not accidental: they are structurally produced  
by the conditions imposed through the blockade and the war,  
designed to “prevent births within a group.”77 When Israel targets 
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hospitals, maternity wards, IVF centers, and clinics, either through 
airstrikes, siege conditions, or blockade, it is not simply impeding 
healthcare access: it is enacting another form of reproductive genocidal 
violence aimed at preventing Palestinian births, increasing maternal 
and infant deaths, and disrupting generational continuity.

"e targeting of maternity wards and hospitals in Gaza manifests  
a violent convergence of carcerality and reproductive control. 
In Gaza, reproductive injustice is not only symptomatic of war: 
it is a weapon of war, designed to sever generational continuity  
and extinguish Palestinian futurity. "e destruction of medical  
infrastructure dismantles the systems necessary for Palestinians  
to sustain themselves, to reproduce safely, to raise healthy  
children, and to reproduce Palestinian histories, memories, and futures.  
Abolishing carcerality in Gaza is not only about the end of physical 
confinement, then, but the “building of life-a!rming institutions” 
and the preservation of life-sustaining systems where Palestinian 
mothers can birth, live, and thrive free from militarized repression.78

“ In Gaza, reproductive injustice is not only 
symptomatic of war: it is a weapon of war, designed  
to sever generational continuity and extinguish 
Palestinian futurity.

“WAKE UP, WORLD, OUR CHILDREN ARE BEING 
SLAUGHTERED.”

In May 2025, a Palestinian boy was asked, “What do you want to 
be when you grow up?” He said, “Children in Gaza don’t grow up.”79 
Palestinian children are never perceived as children, but from the 
womb are figured as a demographic and terrorist threat to Jewish 
civilization. Images of babies and children charred, burned, and 
maimed continue to circulate without any significant outcry by 
Western media. One of the T-shirts discussed above depicted a bullseye 
aimed at the heart of a Palestinian child, including the caption, “"e 
smaller they are, the harder it is.”80 Children are not simply collateral 
damage for Israel’s bombings against Gaza: they are actively being 
targeted because they are the literal embodiment of Palestinian  

futurity and generationality.81 "is stripping of Palestinians of their 
status as children performs what Shalhoub-Kevorkian refers to 
as “unchilding.”82 Unchilding is “the state-sponsored process of  
systematically erasing the innocence, vulnerability, and status of 
Palestinian children . . . the goal is to render the future of Palestinian 
life disposable.”83 As she explains, this tactic is key to making them 
killable, jailable, and surveillable. Unchilding is thus a further form 
of reproductive genocide because it targets not just the child but the  
possibility of a future Palestinian life. "e construction of Palestinian  
children as potential threats, combatants, or enemies justifies their 
incarceration, targeted killings, or surveillance under security pretexts, 
reflecting a carceral logic that criminalizes and dehumanizes children.84

Immediately after the October 7th attacks in 2023, Israel  
instituted a starvation campaign on the strip, prohibiting the entry 
of food, fuel, and other essential resources. Since the temporary 
ceasefire dissolved between Israel and Hamas back in February  
2025, Israel has imposed a full blockade on food and medicine into 
Gaza, using starvation as a weapon of war. "is is supported by  
so-called activists in Israeli civil society who attempt to block aid 
trucks into Gaza, setting some of the trucks on fire.85 "e blockade 
created extreme shortages, pushing Gaza’s already fragile population  
into severe hunger and dehydration. "is state-sponsored famine 
has been detrimental, especially to children. As of August 17, 2025, 
the Palestinian Health Ministry reported that 263 Palestinians died 
from malnutrition, including 112 children.86

Not only is Israel intentionally starving the population, but its 
systematic maiming of Palestinian children through indiscriminate 
attacks is also part of the broader strategy of reproductive genocide. 
Israel created one of the “biggest cohorts of pediatric amputees in  
history” not incidentally but intentionally.87 In January 2025, the Gaza 
Ministry of Health announced a recorded 4,500 amputations since 
October 7, 2023, including eight hundred children.88 "e deliberate  
restriction of essential goods and services — ranging from caloric  
limits to the denial of clean drinking water to the withholding of 
electricity — constitutes what Ghassan Abu-Sittah terms the  
“titration of life.”89 "ese measures produce widespread conditions 
of debilitation that not only erode everyday survival but also intensify  
existing medical conditions and obstruct their treatment. Palestinian  
doctors perform surgeries on children, including amputations, without  
forms of anesthesia or pain relief.90 Many of them will not survive 
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due to limited resources for proper treatment and are also unable to 
evacuate Gaza to receive life-saving care.91

Like the other forms of violence and injustice I have been tracing,  
the starving, maiming, and burning of Palestinian children in Gaza 
is not incidental but systemic. It marks a part of a broader strategy 
of reproductive genocide designed to disable the entire population,  
a slow form of genocide that does not rely solely on death but  
on rendering life impossible or unbearable. At the core of Israel’s  
governance and its unending politics of harm, suffering, and  
dispossession is the destruction of childhood and the transformation 
of children’s spaces into cages — death zones that put children on 
forced diets and deprive them of health services, schooling, and 
more. Conceptualizing childhood as a carceral space-time allows 
Israel to define and create the order of who is a human as well as 
who is a child. Once again, the process of unchilding constructs  
Palestinian children as “helpless, uncivilized, dangerous, and terrorist 
Other” to justify state violence and to create a binary between the 
Jewish Israeli child who must be protected versus the Palestinian 
unchild.92 "is is further reinforced in the discourses after the world 
learned of the death of the youngest Jewish hostage, Kfir Bibas, who 
received international attention, sympathy, and solidarity.93 Israeli 
state discourses’ insistence on protecting Jewish children so that 
they do not have the same fate as Kfir Bibas justifies confinement, 
starvation, and mass death of Palestinian children.

"e logic that “no child is innocent,” when applied uniquely to 
Palestinian children, operates as a central mechanism of elimination 
or reproductive genocide. To strip Palestinian children of innocence 
is to deny them recognition as lives worth protecting, thereby justi-
fying their killing, maiming, or dispossession as inevitable and even 
necessary. "is discourse does not merely reflect the impossibility 
of Palestinian parents raising children in conditions of safety; it  
actively works to sever the reproductive continuity of Palestinians 
as a people. If children embody the future of a community, then the 
refusal to grant them innocence is a refusal of that community’s right 
to a future. "e structural dehumanization of Palestinian children  
collapses childhood as a category of protection and renders  
Palestinian reproduction a site of elimination. "rough this logic, 
reproductive violence converges with genocidal intent: destroying 
not only existing generations but also foreclosing the possibility of 
intergenerational survival, kinship, and continuity.

“ In a space that has gone from an open-air prison 
to an open graveyard, a space often defined by 
death, destruction, and debilitation, what scenes of 
reproductive life emerge?

CONCLUSION

In a space that has gone from an open-air prison to an open graveyard,  
a space often defined by death, destruction, and debilitation, what 
scenes of reproductive life emerge? In the words of scholars Loubna 
Qutami and Omar Zahzah, Palestinians “invent life where life is  
constantly under attack,” such that “if Palestinians can teach  
anything to the world, anything at all, it would be these techniques 
of creating, inventing, and salvaging life where it is never meant to 
exist.”94 Palestinian families are, and have always been, resisting 
through the teaching and creation of life. Amid treating the most 
vulnerable, Dr. Ghassan Abu-Sittah narrates a story of a nineteen-
year-old pregnant woman who came into the besieged Al-Shifa 
screaming with shrapnel in her abdomen. With a glimpse of hope, 
they found an obstetrician who was able to perform a Caesarean to 
save her and her child. Abu-Sittah cries, “After all that death, to hear 
a child! You kind of just feel the sound of life for the first time in 
40 days of death. You feel the sound of life.”95 "e act of birthing  
in the face of genocide enacts an a!rmation of life that refuses  
submission to the totalizing hold of Zionist brutality and stakes  
a claim to future existence. "is a!rmation of life is evident in  
Palestinians in Gaza who refuse to leave their homes, often paying 
the ultimate price for staying. It is evident in the communities that 
have stepped forward to care for the orphans left behind, taking 
them in as their own. It is evident in how the camps become sites of 
family life, social networks, and resistance. 

Abolition is not only about ending death-making systems but 
about creating the conditions for life and the reproduction of life, 
for individuals and across generations. "e Palestinian Feminist  
Collective defines motherhood not as a role but “an assertion of 
agency and practice — an act of defiance against the forces of  
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oppression and violence that seek to diminish [Palestinians]. Our 
Palestinian mothers model resilience, teaching us that defiance is 
a revolutionary act, rooted in the very fabric of our home, families, 
and communities.”96 Gaza calls to abolitionist feminists as a critical, 
still-living site where the struggle against reproductive genocide 
is inseparable from the practice of freedom itself. To stand with  
Palestinians is to a!rm that the defense of reproductive futurity — 
the ability to bear, raise, and sustain generations — is at the heart of 
any abolitionist feminist vision of justice.

MOTHER PROTECTING HER CHILDREN, OIL ON CANVAS. MALAK MATTAR. 2021.
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